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The Viviane Esders Prize 2025 is an European photography award dedicated to recognizing the lifelong

achievements of senior photographers who have made significant contributions to the field. This annual prize

celebrates independent professional photographers aged 60 and above, acknowledging their artistic vision, creative

excellence, and continued engagement in the photographic arts. Established by Viviane Esders, a passionate

photography expert and collector, the award aims to highlight the importance of legacy in photography while

offering financial support to veteran artists who remain active in their craft. The competition provides a unique

platform for experienced photographers to gain wider recognition, reinforcing their impact on contemporary and

historical photographic discourse.  

The prize particularly values photographers with a distinctive artistic style and a strong personal narrative within

their work. It seeks to reward those who have consistently pushed the boundaries of photographic expression,

documenting compelling stories, cultural heritage, or experimental compositions that influence new generations of

visual artists. With an emphasis on artistic independence, the Viviane Esders Prize honors photographers who have

built a body of work that is both timeless and innovative, demonstrating resilience and dedication in an

ever-evolving industry. The competition also fosters a deeper appreciation for photography as an essential form of

cultural and artistic expression, ensuring that the creative voices of experienced artists remain visible in today’s

fast-paced digital landscape.  

In addition to financial recognition, the prize offers professional exposure, reinforcing the photographer’s legacy

through a dedicated book publication and media visibility. The Viviane Esders Prize 2025 provides a generous total

endowment of €60,000, with the winner receiving €50,000, including €10,000 allocated for a book production to

document their artistic journey. Two additional finalists each receive €5,000 in acknowledgment of their significant

contributions. By celebrating the work of senior European photographers, this award plays a crucial role in

preserving photographic heritage and supporting the continuity of artistic excellence in the field of visual storytelling.

There is no entry fee.
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Eligibility

Open to professional, independent European photographers over 60 years old who are still active.

Prize

The prize offers a total endowment of €60,000. The laureate receives €50,000, which includes €10,000 towards the

production of a book. Additionally, two finalists are awarded €5,000 each.
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