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The Ruth Borchard Self-Portrait Prize is a biennial art competition dedicated to celebrating the art of self-portraiture.

Recognized as one of the leading platforms for artists exploring identity and self-expression, the prize invites

submissions that challenge traditional boundaries and offer fresh perspectives on what it means to depict oneself.

The competition embraces all visual art forms, including painting, sculpture, photography, digital media, and mixed

media, making it an inclusive and dynamic event for contemporary creatives.

This celebrated prize provides a unique opportunity for artists at all stages of their careers to gain recognition and

exposure in the art world. With its focus on self-portraiture, the competition encourages participants to delve deeply

into themes of individuality, introspection, and the human experience. From emerging talents to established

practitioners, the Ruth Borchard Self-Portrait Prize has historically attracted a diverse array of entries that showcase

innovative techniques, bold narratives, and rich artistic storytelling.

Participants benefit from unparalleled visibility, with shortlisted works exhibited in high-profile galleries and venues,

drawing attention from collectors, curators, and art enthusiasts. By fostering a community of artists who share a

passion for self-representation, the Ruth Borchard Self-Portrait Prize has cemented its reputation as an essential

event in the global art calendar. This platform not only celebrates artistic talent but also contributes to a broader

understanding of self-portraiture’s evolving role in contemporary art.

The entry fee is £40 for UK-based applicants and £50 for international applicants.

Eligibility

Artists of all ages and abilities are invited to enter. Submissions can be in any size, medium, form, or style, with no

restrictions on size. The only requirement is that the work must be a self-portrait.

Prize

The winner will receive a cash prize of £10,000 and have the opportunity to exhibit their work at Southampton City

Art Gallery. Shortlisted entries will be included in a highly respected group exhibition. An eminent panel of judges
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will select the winner and a shortlist of distinguished entries.
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