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The Nami Concours 2026 is an internationally recognized picture book illustration competition that takes place

every two years on Nami Island in South Korea. Established to promote creativity and celebrate excellence in

children’s book illustrations, the event has become one of the most prestigious platforms for illustrators around the

world. Participants are invited to submit a cohesive series of up to five illustrations that together form a visual story,

showcasing their unique artistic voice and storytelling abilities. With no restrictions on theme, artists have the

freedom to explore diverse concepts, styles, and narratives, making the competition a rich showcase of global talent

in children’s literature and visual arts.

In addition to being a competition, the Nami Concours serves as a bridge between illustrators, publishers, and

international audiences. Winning and selected works are often exhibited, published, and promoted across various

media, giving illustrators unparalleled opportunities to reach a wider readership. This visibility not only supports the

professional growth of illustrators but also contributes to the development of high-quality picture books for children

worldwide. By fostering a vibrant exchange of artistic and cultural ideas, the competition strengthens Nami Island’s

role as a global hub for illustration and storytelling.

The competition’s reputation is built on its commitment to discovering fresh talent and recognizing outstanding

achievement in picture book art. The Nami Concours 2026 continues this tradition by encouraging illustrators of all

levels to participate, from emerging artists to established professionals. With its combination of artistic freedom,

international exposure, and generous awards, the event remains a significant milestone for illustrators who aspire to

make an impact in the world of children’s literature and visual storytelling. As a result, the Nami Concours has

become not just a competition but a vital platform that shapes the future of illustration on a global scale.

There is no entry fee.

Eligibility

Open to illustrators from around the world.

https://graphiccompetitions.com/illustration
https://graphiccompetitions.com/


Prize

The prizes include: Grand Prix (one award): US $10,000; Golden Island (two awards): US $5,000 each; Green

Island (five awards): US $2,000 each; and Purple Island (ten awards): certificate and plaque.
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