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The Sony World Photography Awards 2026, in its 19th annual edition, continues to stand as one of the most global platforms
celebrating contemporary photographic talent. Each year, this renowned international photography competition attracts thousands of
entries from photographers around the world, offering unparalleled opportunities for professional, emerging, and young artists. The
awards are divided into four distinctive competitions (Professional, Open, Student, and Youth) each meticulously designed to
recognize and showcase outstanding photography across a wide range of subjects, styles, and creative visions.

Participants in the Sony World Photography Awards benefit from extensive global exposure, with winning and shortlisted images
exhibited in prestigious galleries and featured prominently in international publications, media outlets, and online platforms. The
competition’s extensive media outreach and dedicated promotional campaigns amplify photographers’ visibility, offering substantial
career advancement opportunities. Moreover, this esteemed event encourages cultural exchange and artistic dialogue by highlighting
diverse perspectives, innovative storytelling techniques, and cutting-edge visual narratives from both established and emerging
photography professionals.

Beyond recognition and international visibility, the Sony World Photography Awards 2026 actively supports photographers by
providing access to top-tier professional resources and valuable industry connections. Winning photographers receive awards
including substantial monetary prizes, advanced Sony digital imaging equipment, and prominent solo exhibitions, fostering further
artistic growth and development. This comprehensive approach has firmly positioned the Sony World Photography Awards as a
pivotal event on the international photography calendar, eagerly anticipated by photographers, critics, and enthusiasts alike.

Entry to all categories of the competition is free of charge.

Eligibility
Open to photographers worldwide, with specific categories tailored for professionals, students aged 18-30 enrolled in photography
programs, and youth aged 19 and under.

Prize

Winners of the Sony World Photography Awards 2026 will receive a range of prestigious prizes. The overall Professional competition
winner will be awarded $25,000, a solo exhibition at the Sony World Photography Awards London exhibition the following year, top
Sony digital imaging equipment, and global press exposure. Category winners and shortlisted photographers will also receive Sony
equipment, inclusion in the annual book and exhibitions, certificates, and promotion through the World Photography Organisation’s
platforms.
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